Press Release: Luxury East Devon Holiday Cottages up for Top Green Award

Having won a small cabinet full of awards in 2010, for Sustainable Tourism  as well as for Tourism Excellence in general, luxury Mazzard Farm holiday cottages in East Devon is proud to announce that it has been included on the shortlist for a GTBS Green Tourism Gold Star. Just twenty tourism businesses are on the shortlist, which places Mazzard Farm officially in the top 2% of the greenest tourism businesses in the UK and Ireland! Ten winners will be announced at the awards ceremony, which will be held in the Royal Thames Yacht Club, London on 9th June.

Being up for yet another Green Award provides further recognition of the sustainable, yet high quality holiday experience Mazzard Farm offers in East Devon. Where many tourism businesses have taken some steps towards sustainability, the Mazzard Farm experience takes Green Tourism to a completely new level. Yet, without compromising on luxury, or in any way restricting holiday makers of having a great time. Just some examples of what makes Mazzard Farm a Green tourism business include heating and hot water generated by biomass, optimal insulation and energy efficiency of the cottages, a strong emphasis on enjoying and supporting the local area around the farm, and extensive communication with guests as to how they can experience a holiday without leaving a negative environmental foot print.

Rosie Bates, Visit Devon General Manager comments: "As one of Britain's premier holiday destinations, Devon is delighted that out of just 20 shortlisted green businesses across the UK and Ireland, two are from our beautiful county. That Mazzard Farm is one of them comes as no surprise, given they were crowned most sustainable tourism business in Devon in 2010. We wish them well on the 9th."

Delighted by the results, Jacqueline Parker (owner of Mazzard Farm holiday cottages) comments: “when you work so hard at making sure the business you run is a positive one, in more ways than one, then being shortlisted for such a prestigious award is just wonderful. We are very pleased that the GTBS judges have recognised that running a luxury holiday business can go hand in hand with care for the environment in which we live.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

         Mazzard Farm holiday cottages is a small, 6-cottage self-catering complex, situated on East Hill, just outside Ottery St. Mary. East Hill overlooks the Jurassic Coast, and is recognised as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Mazzard Farm is rated 4*/4* Gold by VisitEngland. 

         Ruud Jansen Venneboer and Jacqueline Parker at Mazzard Farm can be contacted on 01404 815492 / 07768 – 864 376 or info@mazzardfarm.com, and more background information is available on www.MazzardFarm.com.  

         GTBS is the only nationally recognised scheme grading sustainability across the tourism industry, and is supported by regional tourism bodies such as the South West Tourism Alliance. The South West has the highest number of scheme members - 413 out of over 2000 in total across the UK and Ireland. www.green-business.co.uk 

         Visit Devon is the Destination Management Organisation for Devon. It is one of nine such organisations covering the whole of the South West of England, each charged with responsibility for the development of tourism in one of the region's leading destination brands www.visitdevon.co.uk 
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