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A Right Royal Celebration awaits at Exeter Festival of South West Food & Drink 

Friday 29th April – Sunday 1st May 2011
Day one of the Exeter Festival of South West Food & Drink, Friday 29th April, is set to be the ideal way for food fans to celebrate the Royal Wedding.  With a giant screen, wedding-themed foodie workshops, fancy dress competition and of course, food and drink fit for a king!  Set in the stunning grounds of Exeter Castle and Northernhay Gardens, it will be the ultimate garden party.     

Giant screen 

A giant 25 square metre screen will be showing the wedding coverage on the Friday meaning visitors can witness the historic event as it unfolds.  The screen has been especially ordered in for the event and is thought to be one of the largest in the city showing the wedding.    
Derek Phillips, festival chairman said: “The festival coinciding with the Royal Wedding really is a once in a lifetime opportunity and we fully intend to make it a huge celebration.  I am sure the screen at the festival will be the biggest showing the event in Exeter.  We’re encouraging visitors to bring an empty picnic basket with them and stock up on the fantastic regional food and drink on sale at the festival to enjoy while they watch events unfold.  It really will be a unique way to enjoy this historic day.”  

Dress to Impress 

Visitors are encouraged to come along to the festival on the Friday in royal-themed fancy dress to celebrate, whether people don a crown, union jack attire or feel like wearing a fancy hat to mark the big day.  There will be a prize for the best dressed visitor on the Royal Wedding day awarded by the Lord Mayor of Exeter at 12.30pm.  
Wedding Cheese Cake
Darts Farm will be hosting an exciting line up of, chefs, artisan food producers, culinary experts, workshops and hands on activities for all the family in the ‘Food is Fun’ teepees.  Friday will be packed with Royal Wedding fun with everything from a ‘Wedding Cheese Tower Cake’ with local cheesemakers to a ‘Wedding Cupcake Master Class’. 
Respected wine writer Susy Atkins is returning for a master class with a twist this year ‘Raise a Toast – Bubbly Tasting’ where visitors can celebrate the Royal Wedding by tasting some of the best Westcountry sparkling wines. 
Regal Recipes   
Cranfields, award-winning makers of preserves, are creating a ‘matrimony jam’ to mark the big day.  Based on a recipe from a 1914 recipe book, the matrimony jam contains pears, apples and plums and is so called due to its harmonious balance of flavours. 

Company owner, Victoria Cranfield said: “When we heard that the wedding would be on the first day of the festival we knew we wanted to create something special to mark the occasion.  I dug out a recipe book which is almost 100 years old and came across this recipe for ‘matrimony jam’ so knew I had to make it for the festival.  We’re also producing pairs of love heart chocolates to celebrate the big day.”
Festival After Dark Wedding Party 

As Friday’s festival draws to a close at 6pm, the Festival After Dark in association with Kitsons Solicitors will get underway in Exeter Castle’s courtyard.  A perfect blend of live music from local bands, delicious regional food and real ales alongside cutting-edge cooking demos will mean it’s a perfect place to kick back and celebrate the special day.  Past Masterchef winners and finalists will be taking to the Cookery Theatre stage to wow the crowds.  2009 Masterchef: The Professionals champion Steve Groves will be going head to head in a cook-off with 2010 runner up Tim Kinnaird while Dhruv Baker, 2010 Masterchef champion, will be showing off his skills alongside James Knight-Pacheco, star of The Restaurant and BBC2’s Out of the Frying Pan.  To help proceedings go with a bang Alasdair Hooper, James’ co-star in Out of the Frying Pan will joining Michael Caines on the roving mic!  The Festival Cookery Theatre is in with association Event Exeter, NEFF, 3663 and In-Toto Kitchens. 
The festival is supported by Exeter City Council.
For latest festival information and to book tickets visit: www.exeterfoodanddrinkfestival.co.uk.   Or call Exeter Phoenix on 01392 667080.
Ends 
For further press information, interviews or images, please contact Sharon Foxwell on 01392 278801 or email sharon@onevoicemedia.co.uk
Notes to editors

Ticket details 

· Festival Day Pass £7 per adult (Friday, Saturday or Sunday).  £1 per child under 16yrs and free for children under 5yrs 

· Festival Weekend Pass – entry for 3 days (including Festival After Dark) £15 per person (£3 for children under 16 and under 5yrs go free)

· Festival After Dark Pass (Friday or Saturday from 6pm) £7 per person* 
Tickets are on sale now.  For more information or to buy tickets visit: www.exeterfoodanddrinkfestival.co.uk or call Exeter Phoenix on 01392 667080. 

*The Northernhay Gardens area of the site is closed in the evening hence the Festival After Dark pass does not give access to this area.

More information 

· Up to date news: 
http://twitter.com/exeterfoodfest, Facebook [image: image3.png]


 http://tinyurl.com/367jgqm
· Full 2011 details to be updated, once confirmed, at www.exeterfoodanddrinkfestival.co.uk 

· Local accommodation details: www.heartofdevon.com
