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SPECTACULAR EXETER CATHEDRAL ANIMATION 

- Animated Exeter 2011 celebrates with spectacular Cathedral projection

- £38.5k for the event funded by Arts Council England 

 

EXETER’S incredible history, from the Vikings to Second World War bombers, comes to life with spectacular animation projected onto the Cathedral on the 18, 19, 20 Feb. The evening extravaganza, a centrepiece of the Animated Exeter film festival (14 – 26 February), lights up the historic building with jaw-dropping images with exclusively composed music. 

 

Funded by Arts Council England, the free event is produced by internationally acclaimed London artists Tundra*, who are producing an incredible audio-visual celebration of Exeter entitled Isca Obscura. A play on words, meaning secret or hidden Exeter, with a nod to the Camera Obscura - Isca is the Roman/Celtic name of Exeter and means flowing water while Obscura (Latin) means dark. The work will be projected across the Cathedral’s north aspect covering up to 80 x 30 metres of the ancient building’s outer walls, while interactive projections take place on the West Front.

 

Over the three February nights fantastical imagery will illuminate the cathedral with the city’s history, fables, and poetry, drawing on ground-breaking techniques, ranging from shadow-theatre, paper cut-outs to groundbreaking CGI. 

 

Exeter sources have been used widely to produce the narrative. Examples include the 10th Century Exeter Book donated to the city by the first Bishop of Exeter, Leofric. The work is an ancient cannon widely regarded as the largest known collection of Old English literature, dating from 960. Other sources include local literature – such as Nicholas Orme’s Cathedral Cat, Death and Memory in Mediaeval Exeter, the Exeter Book of Riddles and Ghosts of Exeter. 

 

Animated Exeter 2011 provides a packed programme featuring work from global animation stars to the hottest emerging local talent. Festival goers can watch over 140 animation films, as well as attend industry master-classes, exhibitions, workshops, career-planning and a number of other special events. 

 

The festival presents an eclectic range of films. The Best of World Animation (Sun 20 Feb) reveals a stunning selection of award winning animation including the 2010 Oscar winner, Logorama, while 25 Years at the RCA (18 Feb) promises brilliant animation shorts presented by Joan Ashworth, Head of Animation at the Royal College of Art. Younger audiences will love The Box of Delights 1 & 2 (19, 20 Feb), which offers the best from international award winners. There’s also the chance to celebrate Poland’s classic animation, including the Oscar-winning Tango, accompanied by delicious Polish food in Exeter Phoenix’s Café/Bar. For the full range of events, films and activities please visit http://www.animatedexeter.co.uk/
 

Animated Exeter starts with the school’s week and runs into February half-term with hands-on workshops for all levels, providing essential skills for eager first-time animators through to seasoned enthusiasts. Throughout the festival there are guided sessions introducing the art of animation, with classes about stop-motion and video-mapping techniques. Workshops led by star animators are a particular highpoint of this year’s event - with Joanna Quinn’s (creator of Beryl, Famous Fred and the Charmin’ bear) life-drawing masterclass, Alan Gilbey’s plot narration and scriptwriting class and stop-motion animator, Mary Murphy’s modelmaking classes. If you’re a fan of the TV based animated vegetables there’s even the chance to try your skill with the Ugglies masterclass. 

 

For those trying to take their first steps in the animation industry, the event provides a fertile training ground. As well as the hands-on workshops, there are inspiring exhibitions covering a variety of animation styles, plus an informative careers fair to help those seeking heir first jobs in the industry. The Awards Ceremony will showcase the very best emerging talent.

Animated Exeter 2011 runs between the 14 – 26 Feb and has received £38.5k Arts Council funding - testament to the festival’s ongoing excellence as one of the South West’s leading animation events. Started in 1999, Animation Exeter nowadays attracts crowds of 12,000+. 

 

Thanks to ongoing support from Arts Council England, Exeter City Council, Devon County Council and South West Screen and the leadership of Susannah Shaw, the Festival has secured its place as the biggest animation festival in the South West.

 

This year, Animated Exeter enters its second year as an independent non-profit making company. Arts Council England’s South West Director Phil Gibby said: ‘Animated Exeter encourages new audiences to experience digital arts and is an important event for the creative economy of Exeter and further afield. I think that the historic cathedral building will provide a spectacular backdrop to cutting edge digital art, making an impressive start to an exciting programme of workshops, films and events.’

