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Exeter coach-drop off officially open 
Friday 17 December 2011
A brand new coach drop-off, funded by Devon County Council, has just opened in Exeter’s city centre. 

Located at Exeter’s Bus & Coach Station on Paris Street, this purpose-built setting down point for UK and overseas groups visiting Exeter includes a designated dropping-off and loading bay, safety barriers and gates and a marked walkway. Rules of use for visiting coaches are available on request.
Councillor Andrew Leadbetter, Devon County Council's Cabinet Member with responsibility for Exeter, said:  "We are pleased to have funded this new facility for Exeter, which we hope will provide a boost in tourism to the city by attracting increased numbers of tour operators”.
"Exeter plays a pivotal role in Devon's economy, and has already established a reputation as one of the country's premier cycle destinations.  This latest investment will provide improved safety and convenience to coach visitors to Exeter."
After groups have been safely dropped off, designated coach parking is available on site and as an introductory incentive for using this new facility, coach drivers can benefit from a free meal voucher to be used in the on-site Stagecoach canteen. Vouchers are for a meal and a hot drink and can only be requested in advance by calling Debbie Lewis on 01392 265204, this offer is available for a limited period only. 
Greg Sheldon, Portfolio holder for Economy & Tourism at Exeter City Council, said: “This much needed development will make a huge difference to groups visiting the city. Exeter’s Bus Station is the ideal setting down point for groups due to its close proximity to the city’s main shopping areas, visitor attractions and places to eat. We are keen to spread the word that Exeter is a coach friendly city and recognise the group travel market as being important to the city’s economy”.
Exeter also has two other city centre coach setting down points; one located in South Street, just a short walk from the Cathedral and the start of Exeter’s Red Coat Guided Tours; the other being located at the Harlequins Shopping Centre, ideal for city centre shopping.
To request a copy of the rules of use for visiting coaches, a coach driver meal voucher or the latest Exeter & the Heart of Devon Group Organisers Guide, please telephone Debbie Lewis on 01392 265204, email tourismpr@exeter.gov.uk  or visit www.heartofdevon.com/group-visits
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For more information on the work of Heart of Devon, please contact 

Victoria Hatfield, Tourism Development Manager:

t:
01392 265104

m: 
07790 272535

e:
victoria.hatfield@exeter.gov.uk 

w:
www.heartofdevon.com
About the Heart of Devon

Heart of Devon is the area tourism partnership promoting East Devon, Exeter, Mid Devon and parts of Teignbridge to regional and national audiences. 

The main aim of the company is to increase the number of day visits, short breaks, longer holidays and business trips to the Heart of Devon for the benefit of the local tourism economy. Heart of Devon works with Visit Devon, the Destination Management Organisation for Devon, in the promotion of Heart of Devon. 

Heart of Devon is run and guided by a Board of Directors, which includes 6 non-elected and 5 elected board directors, it is a private-public company limited by guarantee and not for profit. 

Heart of Devon is a membership organisation and income received goes 100% into marketing activity – ensuring all revenue is put back into marketing initiatives to promote Heart of Devon.  Other funding sources are through advertising income and a local authority grant. 


Heart of Devon

Tourism Partnership

Economy & Tourism

Civic Centre

Paris Street

Exeter

EX1 1JJ

t: 01392 265209

e: advertising@exeter.gov.uk

w: www.heartofdevon.com

Registered Company: Explore Exeter
& Essential Devon Ltd,

T/as Heart of Devon

Registered Co. No. 4689320
Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]